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A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE ROGERS MEMORIAL
LIBRARY COMPANY

From the Time of Its Foundation in 1893

to May 31st, 1916

The Rogers Memorial Library was made possible by Miss

Harriet Jones Rogers, who died in 1892, leaving, by will, her

house and lot on the west side of Main Street, Village of

Southampton, New York, the lot having a frontage of about

eighty feet on the main street and extending westward to the

Swamp, (so-called), or to the east line of the land of Richard

Dunster, later that of Samuel Schrader, now the property of

William H. Jones, together with the sum of $10,000. The

land was to be transferred and the money to be paid over to

a corporation to be formed for the purpose of establishing a

Library.

In January, 1893, several of the citizens of the village,

consisting of James H. Pierson, Edgar A. Hildreth, Edward

H. Foster, Harri M. Howell, L. Emory Terry, Edward S.

Mead and Salem H. Wales, associated themselves together for

the purpose of forming, continuing and perpetuating a library,

to be known as the Rogers Memorial Library Company.

A certificate of incorporation was obtained from the State,

January 20th, 1893. The real estate was transferred to the

said Company, January 17th, 1894 and on August 25th, 1895,

the $10,000, with $1,374 interest, was paid over.

At the first meeting of the trustees, James H. Pierson

was elected president, Edward S. Mead, vice-president, Ed-

ward H. Foster, treasurer, and Harri M. Howell, secretary.

Mr. Mead died January 10th, 1894, and Mr. George R.

Schieffelin was named in his place. Mr. SchiefTelin resigned

March 1st, 1894, and Gen. Thomas H. Barber was elected to fill

the vacancy. Mr. Wales passed away December 2nd, 1902 and

Mr. Samuel L. Parrish followed him in office. Gen. Barber's

place became vacant by his death in March, 1905 and Col.



Samuel E. Tillman was named as trustee. Col. Tillman re-

signed July 25th, 1907, and the same date Mr. Howard Town-
send was elected as a member of the board.

For several years Mr. Pierson was president, then Mr.
Wales, and later Mr. Pierson. After the death of Mr. Pierson

in March, 1914, Mr. Parrish was, at the following annual

meeting, elected president.

Mr. L. E. Terry was elected secretary on November 24th,

1902.

The house standing on the main street on the property

given by Miss Rogers was occupied for a time by Mr. Oscar
Darling, C.E., who was constructing at the time the South-

ampton Water Works. It was then sold to Mr. Edward
Bennett, who moved it to the east side of Wind Mill Lane,

and it is now occupied by him as a dwelling.

In the year 1895, about half of the original Rogers front-

age, or about forty-three feet, was sold to the Southampton
Bank for $3,900, and in 1910, when the Municipal Building

was erected on the south part, the bank sold back to the

Library Company a small triangular piece of land on which
the northwest corner of the Municipal Building now stands.

The rear land was sold for about $1,200. to Mr. Samuel
L. Parrish in 1897, who erected thereon the first of his museum
buildings, and also laid out from the land so purchased a part

of the park which now surrounds the museum.
On the south front, adjoining the bank, was erected by

the Library Company a two-story frame building, as an in-

vestment, costing about $2,200. This building was first oc-

cupied both as an ice cream parlor and a Chinese laundry,

the floor being divided by a partition. After some time the

partition was removed and the whole floor was used by the

United States Government as a post office.

On the second floor was a public hall and this was used for

election purposes, general public gatherings, court room, of-

fice of the justice of peace and for lawyers and typewriters

offices. In 1911 this building was sold to Mr. U. R. Havens,
and moved to the corner of Elm Street and Powell Avenue.



In 1910, this land was leased to the village of Southamp-

ton, for a long term of years, for $600 per annum, and there

was erected thereon by the village, at a closely contested elec-

tion, a three-story fire-proof structure. The basement and

third story are occupied by the New York Telephone Com-

pany as a central office, or headquarters, and the first floor

by the post office. The second floor is used as a court room

and public hall, offices for the justice of the peace, village

clerk, police department, lawyers and stenographers.

The Southampton Academy, occupying the site where the

Library now stands, was erected in 1831, on land partly do-

nated by Stephen Sayre. (This Stephen Sayre originally

owned the Harriet J. Rogers site, and the title to this piece of

property had never been out of the Sayre family from the time

of the drawing of the lot at the first settlement of the town

in 1640 until the purchase by Miss Rogers).

Due to the times and changed conditions, this Academy

had outgrown its usefulness. Thirty-two of its fifty-eight and

a half shares had come into the possession of Mr. Edwin Post.

He offered them to the Library Company for $31.25 a share,

and also agreed to hand over to the trustees the accrued prof-

its of the Academy, accumulated during its last years of use,

to the amount of $482.44, it being understood that the profits

were to be divided among all the shares as found. The Li-

brary Company accepted his offer and after paying him his

price received the surplus funds together with all the papers

and books in his possession in any way relating to the property.

From these books the following appear as the original share

owners, viz: James Post, David Halsey, Austin Rose Ed-

ward Huntting or Rowena Robinson, Andrew Halsey or Henry

A Halsey, Daniel Beers, Joseph Doane, Albert Rogers, Ed-

ward Halsey or S. B. Halsey, Ephriam White, James Parker,

Elias W Howell, Austin Herrick, Mercator Cooper, Stephen

White, John Rogers, William Post, Elias Woolley, Henry

Green or Helen Green, William C. French, £»« R«*on or

E. Pierson, Samuel Jagger, William Wick, Hugh N.Wilson,

William S. Pelletreau (2), Stephen Sayre (3/5), Schuyler B.

Halsey 04 ).
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The foregoing are the shares Mr. Post had bought.

The following owners of shares were to be found by the
Library Company, and if the owners would not give the shares
t would be necessary for the trustees to purchase them and
the profits be divided pro rata : viz :—Moses Culver, Mary Top-
ping, M.caiah Herrick, Edward H. Foster, Daniel Fordham
Peter Mackie, James H. or Albert Foster, Samuel Huntting
Francis Sayre, or M. H. Sayre, Stephen Burnett, James H.
Pierson, Sylvanus Raynor, Stephen Harris, Francis W Cook

whhe^r'
AIbert Post (4)> charies white (2) ' jetu,:

Of these last named the Library Company was able to find
all but four, viz: Daniel Fordham, Samuel Huntting Syl-
vanus Raynor and Stephen Harris, and a half share of the
profits belonging to some person unknown.

The money for these owners, if ever found or called for
is ,n the general fund of the company, and is held by the
treasurer as a trust fund, to be paid out of said fund should
ownership at any time be proven.

The following shares were mostly given, though a small
part was paid for. That of Moses Culver was given by
Charles A. Jaggar, Walter L. Jaggar and Martha Huntting.
That of Micaiah Herrick by Charlotte E. Herrick, Mary E
Hernck, Susan R. Herrick, Emily H. Rushmore and Mary R
Foster. Isaac P. Foster's by Edward H. Foster, Francis
Sayre's by Matthew H. Sayre, Isaac Sayre's by Frederick
S. Sayre, Mary Allen, Adelaide M. Sayre, Harriett J. Sayre
and Louisa J. Sayre, Stephen Burnett's by Luther D Nelson
Allen, Mary A. and Elizabeth Burnett, Rowena Randall and
Nettie B. Jagger.

The company was gratuitously assisted by the Hon. Elihu
Root in obtaining the incorporation papers and adjusting the
shares and title to the Academy property.

The Academy building was sold and moved to a lot op-
posite Monument Square and was there added to and is now
used as a builder's office and shop, the upper part being
Foresters Hall.



The site for the Library cost $1,382.06, less the price that

was obtained for the building which was sold.

Mr. R. H. Robertson donated the plans and specifications

for the library building with a public hall attached, known

locally as Memorial Hall. Bids were asked for the construc-

tion of the same, and in the latter part of 1895 the contract

was given to Holland Emslie for $18,115.80. It was com-

pleted January 1st, 1896.

Mrs. Henry B. Barnes gave a large flag and pole to sur-

mount the structure.

During the construction of the building, friends of the

cause obtained by gift, money to the amount of $5,000 to be

used for its completion and furnishing.

In October, 1895, Mr. James C. Parrish, Miss

Hetty L. Parrish and Mr. Samuel L. Parrish

gave in memory of their mother, Sarah Red-

wood Parrish, to establish an endowment

fund, the sum of $5,000.00

Later Dr. P. F. Chambers added to this fund, as a

thank offering for the recovery of his wife,

Alice Ely Chambers, from a dangerous illness

the sum of 1,000.00

Mrs. S. Howland Russell 250.00

Mr. Salem H. Wales bequeathed 500.00

A gift through Mr. Howard Townsend and Mrs.

Thomas H. Barber, in memory of their brother,

Stephen Van Rensselaer Townsend 500.00

Earnings from this fund which have been added

to from time to time 65 . 00

Total amount of the Endowment Fund $7,315.00

In addition to this Mrs. Henrietta W. Fonday left by will

the sum of $500 for the purchase of books.

The Reading Room was opened to the public March 2nd,

1896, and the Library a few weeks later.



The first Librarian was Mr. Charles S. Foster, who, with

his family, occupied the apartment on the second floor of the

building. He served for many years, ably assisted by his wife

and later by his daughter, Miss Julia W. Foster, who now

has full charge, with assistants.

The cataloguing was done at first by cataloguers obtained

from the Pratt Institute of Brooklyn, N. Y. The system

used is the Dewey, recommended by the University of the

State of New York, and is satisfactorily continued by Miss

Foster.

During the twenty years of the existence of the Library

it has been supported by a yearly sum made up from volun-

tary subscriptions, village tax, income from the endowment

fund and an appropriation of $100 per annum from the

Regents fund of the State of New York. In addition to the

interest shown by the summer residents through their con-

tributions in money, the Library is also indebted to them for

an annual supply of current literature.

The Library at this date has about 10,000 vols., not includ-

ing the Townsend and Pelletreau libraries. The Reading

Room has on its tables and shelves a subscription list of mag-

azines and papers costing about $60 per annum, besides many

that friends have donated. The room is well patronized.

The average number of books drawn daily, for the year,

is about 100. Readers make their own selection from the

shelves and are charged at the desk. Fines are imposed on

those who keep their books out after so many days.

In 1901 Mrs. Thomas H. Barber (Harriet Townsend

Barber) and Mr. Howard Townsend gave the private library

of their brother, the late Stephen Van Rensselaer Townsend,

containing about 1,530 books in a suitable case and catalogued,

this memorial gift to be known as "The Stephen Van Rens-

selaer Townsend Library." Many of these books are in the

French language.

The Library is also fortunate in having in its possession

a case of books given by Mr. William Smith Pelletreau, in

memory of his mother, Elizabeth Helen Pelletreau. The case



contains about 480 books, many of them being rare and valu-

able volumes.

Mr. Edward C Seymour at the request of his sister, Mary

Seymour Howell, widow of the late George R. Howell, has

given about 500 books from the private library of Mr. Howell,

together with certain valuable manuscripts, formerly belong-

ing to him. Many of them are of a local historical character

and of much interest. The older they grow of more worth

will they be. Mr. Howell was a native of Southampton and

its historian. He was for many years State Librarian at

Albany, New York.

The Reading Room has been fortunate in having loaned

to it by Mr. Samuel L. Parrish, some interesting pictures.

There have also been other articles of value and interest placed

therein by friends that add much to its attractiveness.

The Library and Reading Room are open every day of the

year except holidays and during the short period each Spring

when the annual cleaning takes place.

The Reading Room has been open to the public on Sunday

afternoons since September, 1913.

EDWARD H. FOSTER,
Treasurer.



THE ROGERS MEMORIAL LIBRARY COMPANY
Statement May 31st, 1916

assets

Library Building $19,421 .69

Academy Purchase (Library Site) 1,221 .63

Furniture and Equipment 1,110.40

Books Purchased 6,347.24

Investments, viz

—

Stocks and Bonds $4,060.00

Mortgages 480.00

On Deposit in Sag Harbor Savings

Bank 2,893,12 7,433.12

Cash on Hand 585 . 86

$36,119.94

LIABILITIES

Rogers Fund $17,724.24

Endowment Funds 73 . 15

Academy Shareholders' Stock and Profits (Held

for proof of ownership) 163.35

Total Contributions of Academy Stock 632.47

Total Contributions for Construction and Equip-

ment of Library Building 51 . 30

Total Contributions for the Purchase of Books. .. 4,501.79

Profit and Loss 653 . 09

$36,119.94
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Southampton, Long Island,

N. Y., July 1st, 1916.

The preceding financial statement does not include the so-

called Library Extension Fund, at present amounting to about

the sum of $8,000, the history of which is as follows: As

the village grew in size and importance, and other public halls

were built, the Library Memorial Hall became of little or no

value for the purposes for which it had been originally con-

structed. With the object, therefore, of utilizing, in the in-

terest of the village, such a large and centrally located avail-

able space, the Trustees of the Library, during the year 1915,

concluded that it would be wise to reconstruct the hall by

making of it two stories, the lower floor to be used exclusively

for library purposes. When finished this new room will be

used as an overflow from the stack room, now filled with

books beyond its capacity, and also as an additional Reading

Room, especially as relating to the requirements of the chil-

dren, both generally and in connection with their work in the

Public School. Specifications for the proposed alterations

having been drawn up and competitive bids obtained, it was

found that about $8,000 would be required to finish the new

library room, and also finish the second story room, which it

is proposed to use for various educational purposes, and also

as a place in which to exhibit, under the auspices of the South-

ampton Colonial Society, such articles, associated with the

early history of the Village and Town of Southampton, as

may be given or loaned by the owners for that purpose.

Of the above mentioned amount required for the altera-

tions and improvements the Village of Southampton contrib-

uted $500 in the year 1915, and by action of the Village Trus-

tees in November of that year, agreed to contribute $2,000 in

addition, this amount to be distributed over a period of four

years, at the rate of $500 per annum, beginning with the

Village Budget of 1916. An additional $500 was obtained by

an entertainment given in the Art Museum in the month of

August, 1915, and a surplus over expenses of about $200 was

turned over to the Extension Fund by the Finance Commit-
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tee, which had taken in charge the celebration of the Two
Hundred and Seventy-fifth Anniversary of the Founding of
the Town of Southampton. The balance, amounting to about
$5,000, has been raised by private subscription in amounts rang-
ing from over $1,000 to sums of $10, and even less. The
work was begun in the latter part of the year 1915, by Mr.
C. Elmer Smith, the successful bidder under the specifications

furnished by Mr. Grosvenor Atterbury, the architect. When
the alterations are completed, which, it is hoped, will not be
later than some time in August, 1916, the additional rooms
will undoubtedly prove a great benefit to the community, and
add still another attractive feature to the life of the Village.

SAMUEL L. PARRISH,

President,

and Treasurer of the Library Extension Fund.
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